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Creating Action Objects in CalMAN V4 Workflows 
 

Much of the flexibility of CalMAN v4 depends on Action Objects.  If you are creating 

your own layouts, you will use Action Objects whenever you want to put a button on the 

screen that lets your user read from the meter, navigate to the next screen, bring up an 

external file, program, or web page, and so on.   

 

You create an Action Object by clicking on the Action Object icon in the Tools section of 

the left panel.  You can change the appearance of the Action Object by selecting an 

image file on the Action Object’s Properties page.   

 

Clicking on the Action field on the Properties Page will bring up an Action Creator that 

lets you select what action (or sequence of actions) will be performed when the user 

clicks on the button.   
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You choose an object from the Object list in the upper right.  For example:  Meter, 

Source, Workflow, etc.  Then you choose an action associated with this object.  For 

example, if the object is the meter, the action might be ReadSingleGrayscale.  Pressing 

the green + button in the upper right adds this action to your Action Object.  You can add 

an essentially unlimited number of actions.   

 

The text box at the bottom of the screen shows the string of text corresponding to the 

commands you have selected.  You can also edit this string of text directly.  Some of the 

actions available to you allow parameters.   These are documented below. 

 

Meter Object 

The supported Meter Actions are:  

Current dataset 

READSINGLE, READALL, and READCONTINUOUS 

Grayscale 

READSINGLEGRAYSCALE, READGRAYSCALE 

Gamut 

READSINGLEGAMUT, READGAMUT 

Spectrum 

READSPECTRUM 

Meter Initialization 

READBLACK 

Stop 

STOP 

 

Note that if a screen contains any meter actions, it is a good idea if all buttons on 

the page have METER.STOP as their first action.  For example, a navigation 

button would have the following action: 

METER.STOP;WORKFLOW.NEXT 

This guarantees that if meter I/O is in progress, it is stopped before moving to the 

next screen.   

 

Source Object 

The Source actions set your place within a specified sequence.  They not only set 

the pattern source to display a specified pattern in the sequence, but they also tell 

CalMAN that the next read should be performed at that location.  They can be 

thought of as setting a cursor to a specified location. 

 

For example, if you are in an 11-point Grayscale run (0, 10, 20…100), and your 

current position is 20, the NEXT command moves you to 30, the PREVIOUS to 

10, the FIRST to 0, and LAST to 100.     

 

The PATTERN() command displays a specified specialty pattern.  (That is, it has 

nothing to do with a sequence of operations; it is a standalone action.)   
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The patterns you can specify are as follows: BRIGHTNESS, CONTRAST, 

GRADIENT, COLOR, TINT, CHECKERBOARD, SHARPNESS, PLUGE. 

 

Example: 

SOURCE.PATTERN(CONTRAST) 

 

 

Note that not all of these patterns are supported by every generator.  (The DPG-

1200, for example, does not contain a PLUGE pattern; use BRIGHTNESS 

instead.)   

 

Workflow Object 

Workflow buttons are for navigation within a workflow.  Next and Previous 

navigate to the next or previous screen in a workflow.  

 

 Named 

 The Named action navigates to a specified screen within the workflow.  

 

Note that when you specify the Named action, the Action Creator populates two 

additional drop-down boxes below, from which you can pick the Category and the 

Layout.  

 

 
  

Example: 

  WORKFLOW.NAMED(3.  Color Gamut, Adjust Color Gamut) 

Will navigate to the “Adjust Color Gamut” screen in the “3.  Color 

Gamut” category.   

 

 Load 

 Loads the specified workflow.  

 

 Example: 

  WORKFLOW.LOAD(ISF_Advanced.xml) 

Loads the ISF_Advanced workflow.   

 

 

Dataset Object 

Across the top of each screen in a CalMAN workflow is a tab control which 

allows you to create multiple DataSets.  (These are called “Histories” on the tab 

control, and are often referred to by calibrators as “Runs.”)   Using the Calibrate 
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Grayscale screen, for example, you can perform multiple sets of adjustments, 

keeping track of each set of data in a separate data history for comparison later.  

The Dataset Actions allow you to move right and left across this tab control with 

the NEXT and PREVIOUS commands.   

 

Link Object 

Clicking on the Link Object will add the command “Link.()” to your command 

text.  You can type the name of a file (URI) or web link (URL) between the 

opening and closing parentheses.  CalMAN will present what you type to 

Windows, and if Windows can parse the URI or URL, it will bring up the 

document or page in a new window. 

 

Examples: 

LINK.(http://www.spectracal.com) 

Brings up web browser to display the SpectraCal web site. 

 

LINK.(c:\sample.pdf) 

If the file “c:\sample.pdf” exists on your system, and if the .pdf suffix is 

associated with a PDF reader, brings up the PDF reader to display the file.  

   

LINK.(c:\sample.pdf) 

If the file “c:\sample.pdf” exists on your system, and if the .pdf suffix is 

associated with a PDF reader, brings up the PDF reader to display the file.  

 

  LINK.( "C:\Program Files\SpectraCal\Pattern Generator\PatGen.exe") 

If the file CalMAN pattern generator is installed in the specified directory, 

brings up the pattern generator. 

  

 


